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7 D  HEALING THE EARTH: THE GREEN MENORAH COVENANT

Q’BN.J The Green Menorah is the symbol of a covenant among Jewish
BN communities and congregations to renew the miracle of Hanukkah
in our own generation: Using one day's oil to meet eight days' needs.
Doing our part so that by 2020, US oil consumption is cut by seven-

eighths. We invite you to join in this covenant to heal our planet and our
human race from the climate crisis of
global scorching.

Just as the Menorah at the Holy
Temple was rooted in the image of a
tree, its branches and buds, so we
need to renew the sense that our earth
calls on us to light the Planetary
Menorah by reducing our use of oil.
This Hanukkah, The Shalom Center will
be presenting the Green Menorah
Award to congregations that have
pioneered this work.
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We, the undersigned communities, pledge to join with others and
with The Shalom Center to achieve the following goals by next Rosh
Hashanah:

I. Safe, Renewable Energy:

A) We will convert our communal electricity source to green power; or
offset our electrical usage by buying offsets from clean energy producers

B) We will carry out an energy audit to find ways to conserve energy

C) 18% of our attendees/members will convert to green power or purchase
offsets for home energy usage

Il. Transportation:

A) If we have communal vehicles that need to be replaced, we will do so
with vehicles that average at least 30mpg.

B) When attending community events, we will make every effort to take
public transportation, bike, walk, or carpool.

C) We will not idle our vehicles while participating in communal events

D) We will get at least 36% of our community to agree to make their next
car purchase/lease a car that gets at least 30 mpg or is in the highest
mpg of its vehicle class.



111. Public Policy:

We will actively advocate in the public policy debate for at least one of the
following:

A) Better public transportation

B) Government investment in and conversion to clean renewable energy

C) Pushing both the government and the automobile industry to develop
and make available more energy-efficient vehicles.

D) Support for an "carbon tax" on energy sources scaled according to how
much CO2 they force into the atmosphere.

IV. Festival and Life-Cycle Observance:

We will adopt at least one of these approaches by next Rosh
Hashanah, and take steps toward adopting the others:

A) We will use Hanukkah as a crucial time to focus the attention of the
congregation on ending America’s oiloholic addiction and, by the year
2020, reducing the use of oil by American society to the Hanukkah
Standard: One Day’s Oil for Eight Days’ Needs.

B) We will bring forward the earth-protective aspect of all the seasons of
our joy -- Rosh Hashanah as the rebirthing of the world and the time of
Tashlich meditation on reversing our sins against the rivers and the
earth, Sukkot as the time of harvest and Shmini Atzeret as the season
of renewing rain, Tu B’Shvat as the rebirthing of trees, Pesach as the
flowering of life, Shavuot as the time when both first fruits and the
Torah come to fruition, Tisha B’Av as the moment of seeing the danger
to the planetary macrocosm of which the Temple was the microcosm.

C) We will include in all Bar/Bat Mitzvah study and celebration a
commitment that for the sake of future generations of life on our planet,
we will seek to heal our planet from its wounds, especially invoking our
responsibility to carry out God’s promise: “I will send Elijah the Prophet
to turn the hearts of parents to children and the hearts of children to
parents, lest the earth be utterly destroyed.” Preparation for B’nai
Mitzvah celebrations will include classes in which parents and children
together examine this issue.

To join in the covenant, please write Rabbi Arthur Waskow,
Director, and Russ Agdern, National Organizer, of The Shalom
Center's Beyond Oil campaign, at 6711 Lincoln Dr., Philadelphia,
PA 19119 or awaskow@aol.com and ragdern@gmail.com.



